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existing coercion law in July. It introduced a bill for compensating the dispossessed tenants; but that was rejected by the House of Lords, in which Irish landlords alone, undiluted by a single interloper from the popular camp, represented the people of their country. In these five years the ordinary law was three times suspended against evildoers, and then by what passed for logical necessity the franchise was extended so as to give the party of the evildoers a decision in making and administering ordinary law. When the last card had been played against the Irish leader, some sort of arrangement with him became just as inevitable as the Iron Duke's first great step in emancipation half a century earlier. This time it was Chamberlain who, with much courage and self-denial, played the part of agent in the new departure. That story I have told elsewhere.
The fact that I have just mentioned about Irish land in the Upper House was the Irish question in a nutshell. We need not go over the particulars of Tudor, Cromwellian, Williamite and other confiscations, or plantations in Ulster and Leinster. Well may learned Irish writers compare the clean sweep of the landowners to the clean sweep of landlords from Bohemia, or from Alpine provinces of Hapsburgs, or of the Moriscos from Spain. Well may they point out how the policy of to-day, after frightful discords and at enormous cost, is the undoing of the work of confiscation and the gradual restoration of the land to the older race. There is no injustice in the observation that the balance of power in a state rests with the class that holds the balance of the land, or in the further statement of a fact of modern history that the laws affecting Irish land, to Ireland some plaine had taken it on trust as other people took it; but as things went on, as the incidental drawbacks of the creed came into view, a Tory instinct you thought so, it was wrong not to have itover the merits of the case. haveblaze of living light,
